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was a member of the Council, he had
not agreed with their decision and
action. 52 He went into the presence
of Pilate and asked for the body of
Jesus. 53 Then he ook the body down,
wrapped it in a linen sheet, and placed
it in @ tomb which had been dug out of
solid rock and which had never been
used. 54|t was Friday, and the Sab-
bath was about to begin.

55 The women who had followed
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and Mary the mother of James; they
and the other women with them fold
these things to the apostles. 11 But the
apostles thought that what the women
said was nonsense, and they did not
believe them. 12 But Peter got up and
ran to the tomb: he bent down and
saw the grave cloths but nothing else.
Then he went back home amazed af
what had hoppened.

lesus from Galilee went with Joseph (§ The Walk to Emmaus

and saw the tomb and how Jesus’
body was placed in it. 536 Then they
went back home and prepared the
spices and perfumes for the body.

On the Sabbath they rested, as the

Law commanded.

The Resurrection
2 q 1 Very early on Sunday morn-
ing the women went to the
tomb, carrying the spices they had pre-
pared. 2 They found the stone rolled
away [rom the entrance 1o the tomb,
350 they went in; but they did not
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 They
stood there puzzled about this, when
suddenly two men in bright shining
clothes stood by them. 3 Full of fear, the
women bowed down fo the ground, as
the men said to them, “Why are you
looking among the dead for one who
is alive? 8 He is not here: he has been
raised. Remember what he said to you
while he was in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of
Man must be handed over to sinners,
be crucified, and three days later rise
to life." "

8 Then the women remembered
his words, ? returned from the tomb,
and fold all these things to the eleven
disciples and all the rest. 10 The wom-
en were Mary Magdalens, Joanna,

13 On that same day two of Jesus’ fol
lowers were going to a village named
Emmaus, aboul seven miles from Je
rusalem, 14 and they were talking to
each other about all the things that
had happened. 13 As they talked and
discussed, Jesus himsell drew near and
walked along with them; 16 they saw
him, but somehow did not recognize
him. 17 Jesus said to them, "“What are
you falking about to each other, as you
walk along?”

They stood sfill, with sad faces.
18 One of them, named Cleopas,
asked him, “Are you the only visitor in
Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things
that have been happening there these
last few days2”

192 “What things?” he asked.

“The things that happened to Jesus
of Nazareth,” they answered. “This
man was a prophet and was consid-
ered by God and by all the pecple to
be powerful in everything he said and
did. 20 0ur chiel priests and rulers
handed him over to be sentenced to
death, and he was crucified. 21 And
we had hoped that he would be the
one who was going lo set srael free!
Besides all that, this is now the third
day since it hoppened. 22 Some of
the women of our group surprised us;
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they went at dawn to the tomb, 23 but
could not find his boedy. They came
back saying they had seen a vision of
angels who told them that he is alive.
24 Some of our group went fo the fomb
and found it exactly as the women had
said, but they did not see him.”

25 Then Jesus said to them, “How
toolish you are, how slow you are to
believe everything the prophets said!
26'\Was it not necessary for the Mes-
siah 1o suffer these things and then
to enter his glory2” 27 And Jesus ex-
plained to them what was said about
himsell in all the Scriptures, beginning
with the books of Moses and the writ-
ings of all the prophets.

28 As they came near the village
to which they were going, Jesus acted
as if he were going farther; 29 but they
held him back, saying, “Stay with us;
the day is almost over and it is get
ting dark.” So he went in to stay with
them. 30 He sat down to eat with them,
took the bread, and said the blessing;
then he broke the bread and gave it to
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened
and they recognized him, but he disap-
peared from their sight. 32 They said to
each other, “Wasn't it like a fire burning
in us when he talked to us on the road
and explained the Scriptures to us?”

33 They got up at once and went
back to lerusalem, where they found
the eleven disciples gathered together
with the others 34 and saying, “The
Lord is risen indeed! He has appeared
to Simon!”

35 The two then explained to them
what had happened on the road, and
how they had recognized the lord
when he broke the bread. #
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Jesus Appears to His Disciples
36 While the twe were telling them
this, suddenly the Lord himself stood
among them and said to them, “Peace
be with you."

37 They were terrified, thinking that
they were seeing a ghost. 38 But he
said to them, “Why are you alarmed?
Why are these doubts coming up in
your minds? 39 Look at my hands and
my feet, and see that it is | myself. Feel
me, and you will know, for a ghost
doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you
can see | have”

40 He said this and showed them
his hands and his feet. 41 They still
could not believe, they were so full of
joy and wonder; so he asked them,
“Do you have anything here to eat?”
42 They gave him a piece ol cooked
fish, 43 which he took and ate in their
presence.

44 Then he said lo them, "These
are the very things | told you about
while | was still with you: everything
written about me in the Law of Moses,
the writings of the prophets, and the
Psalms had to come frue.”

45 Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures, 46 and said
to them, “This is what is written: the
Messiah must suffer and must rise from
death three days later, 47 and in his
name the message aboul repentance
and the forgiveness of sins must be
preached to all nations, beginning
in Jerusalem. 48 You are wilnesses of
these things. 49 And | myself will send
upon you what my Father has prom-
ised. Bul you must wait in the city until
the power from above comes down

upon you."




Two Disciples
Meef the Risen Jesus

luke 24:28-32  (For the Rull story, read Luke 24:13-35)

’ 28 As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus
acted as if he were going farther; 29 but they held him back, saying,
“Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting dark.” So he
went in fo stay with them. 30 He sat down fo eat with them, took the
bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but
he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Wasn't
it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and
explained the Scriptures to us? gy
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Some things are hard to believe. After Jesus died, two disciples
heard that he was dlive. They didn't believe this. They were sad
because they thought Jesus was gone forever. On the Sunday after
Jesus died, they left the city. Jesus joined them on the road, but they
did not know it was him. He told them how the Scripture said that the
Savior would suffer.

Jesus joined the two disciples at supper. During the meal, Jesus
blessed and broke bread and gave it to them. With that, their eyes
were opened. They knew the stranger was Jesus. Jesus is with us too.
He speaks to us in Scripture. We receive his Body and Blood when we
receive the Eucharist. Because we have eyes of faith, we believe that
Jesus is risen and is with us.

Imagine that you are one of the two disciples. How
would you feel when

= you thought that Jesus had died forever?

= you knew that the stranger was Jesus?
= Jesus suddenly disappeared?

Ask Jesus to help you see him in other people, in his Word in the
Bible, and in the Eucharist.
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