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INQUIRY

Where We Find God

Tomas knew Terrence was around somewhere. He looked around very carefully.
He couldn’t see Terrence, and he couldn’t hear Terrence, but Tomas knew he had to be here
somewhere.

Then he saw it. Terrence’s bright red-and-blue shoes! They revealed where Terrence was hiding.
“| found you!” Tomés yelled.
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We Can Find God

Even if we can’t see God as a person, he still
shows himself to us. When God shows himself, it's
called divine revelation. Saint Paul tells us that
God “wills everyone to be saved and to come

to knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). That
means God wants us to know him and hear his
word. The catechism says that “the desire for God
is written in the human heart” (CCC 27).

This means God created us to want to find God!
God gave us this desire so that we would want to
find him in the world. Our desire for God helps us
when we look for him because it sends us in the
right direction. It's kind of like:

e aperson in the dark turning on
a flashlight to see where to go;

¢ aflower growing toward the sun;

* aship in a storm heading for the
lighthouse.

ACTIVITY
WHERE’S GOD HIDING?

Let’s be detectives. See
where you can find clues
of where God is hidden in
creation.

Spend some time outside

or with your group leader and

collect evidence of where God's

hiding. Is God hiding in a flower? A bug?

Y A tree? Write down or draw pictures of all
the places you think God might be hiding in
nature.

If you can’t go outside, find clues of where
God'’s hiding inside. Is he hiding in a book?
A picture? Your teacher? Write down or
draw pictures of all the places you think God
might be hiding inside.




God also gave us an inner voice, called our
conscience, so we can know right from wrong and
then choose what's good. We use our consciences

when we:

e want to be kind and do what's right.

¢ know what to do (or not to do) without
being told.

* see goodness in God's creations (people

and thingsl).

-

® trust others.

Why should we listen to i
Lo our conscience? ;

__________________
_____________________________

Have you ever ignored your ,
conscience and done something !
you knew was wrong? /
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Knowing God

We learn about God piece by piece. Right now,
our picture of God is like a puzzle. The empty
spaces are pieces about God we haven't learned
yet. It's not always easy to know where a piece
goes in a puzzle without seeing the whole picture
first. That's why God helps us by showing himself
to us.

God reveals himself to us in three special ways:

1. Sacred Scripture: God inspired the words
in the Bible. The Holy Spirit helped the
authors write it. When we read the Bible,
we see God better.

2. Sacred Tradition: Inspired by the Holy
Spirit, the apostles shared special
practices and teachings with the members
of the early Church. These traditions
helped people understand Jesus’ words
and actions better. We still follow these
traditions in the Church today. When we
follow sacred Tradition, we learn more
about God.

3. The magisterium: This is the “teaching
voice” of the Catholic Church. The pope
and bishops have a special job: to teach
God's people using the authority given
to them by Jesus. Together these men
make up the magisterium. It is the job of
the magisterium to explain difficult things
in ways we can understand so we can
understand God better.
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BeING CLOSE TO GOD

God loves you personally and brought you to life. How close is God to you,
even when you don’t know it? These verses from Psalm 139 give us an idea:

e  “You know when | sit and stand” (verse 2). ¢ “You knit me in my mother’s womb” (13).
e "Before a word is on my tongue, e "My bones are not hidden from you” (15).
LORD, you know it all” (4). .

“In your book...my days were shaped” (16).
e "You encircle me” (5).

God is with us all the time! In everything we do! What's your favorite thing to do?
Draw a picture of you and God doing it together as friends.

e Revelation teaches us about
God and salvation.

* Being human teaches us about God.

* God shows himself to us in many ways.
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